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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill in section 3 in subsection 3-A in the 3rd line (page 1, line 27) by inserting after the
following: "forfeiture of bail" the following: 'in the proceeding brought under this section'

 

SUMMARY

This amendment clarifies that proceeds from forfeited bail of an offender who is in default of a
restitution obligation may be used to satisfy the obligation only in the proceeding brought under that
default proceeding.

When an offender who has been sentenced to pay restitution fails to pay the restitution, the offender
may be required to appear in court pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, section 1329.
As part of that proceeding, the court may issue a bench warrant and require the offender to post bail. If
the offender fails to appear in the restitution proceeding, the court may forfeit the bail. Under current
law, forfeited bail may be transferred only to the District Attorney's Extradition Account under Title 15,
section 224-A and is not available to satisfy the restitution order. The amendment requires that proceeds
of a bail forfeiture in the restitution default proceeding instead be used first to satisfy the restitution order,
with any remaining forfeited bail transferred to the Extradition Account.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)


